CHANGARNIER AND THE EMPIRE

feel much cut tip over this and I am off to the coun-
try to hide my sorrow, though I ought to know that
the valiant army of France has so many experienced
leaders that the absence of an old patriot like me
will hardly be noticed. Our dear soldiers will he
victorious anywhere and everywhere." He with-
drew to Autun, where he anxiously awaited the
course of events. Those who were in his intimacy
at this time declare that he was well aware of the
true effectiveness of the French army at this mo-
ment and knew that the French mobilization could
not be accomplished till a month after that of Prus-
sia, while he held that he had ground for believing
that no help could be expected from Austria or Italy.
So when he heard of the repulse at Wisembourg on
August 4, 1870, he determined to leave for Paris.
At the moment of his departure and all along the
route to the capital he was cheered by crowds. He
called at the War Office and the following evening
was at Metz, where he was immediately received by
the Emperor, to whom he said in gallant form:
'' Sire, I was not a courtier in the time of your good
fortune, but under the present circumstances, I con-
sider it my duty and that I am in honor bound to
offer an example of fealty to the chief of state.'*
The Emperor, who used to refer to this interview,
in after years, was much moved by it, and stretch-
ing out his hand to the old general, said: "I am
deeply touched by your faithfulness, and though
there is no post vacant, we all want you to remain
with us and give us the aid of your valuable advice."
The Emperor then explained to him the situation,
called in Marshal Le Boeuf, answered the questions
asked by Changarnier and finally had the veteraii fiut idnut pwioiw fhuo !md h<*ra
